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Public attention and awareness

Shipowners face risk of criminal liability for illegal 
demolition of end-of-life vessels 



Introduction – Legal Framework

The IMO has developed a legally binding instrument on ship recycling, so called
“The Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships”, 
hereafter referred to as «Hong Kong Convention», which has been adopted in 2009.

Hong Kong Convention (SR/CONF/45) is providing a solution to ship recycling on a global scale, however it
is not inventing something new. The requirements related to hazardous materials are taken 
from many different Laws and Conventions which are already in force. Hong Kong Convention 
brings two main requirements. 

1. Each ship of 500 GT and above should have a certified Inventory of Hazardous Materials, and
2. Ship Recycling Facilities should be authorized by their competent authorities and 
should only accept ships that comply with the Hong Kong Convention requirements. 

EU Regulation on Ship Recycling EC No: 1257 / 2013

In the meantime, delay on the entry into force of the Hong Kong Convention has triggered 
EU to take action, and a new Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
Ship Recycling has been adopted and entered into force on 30 December 2013. However 
EU Regulation can be regarded as a Flag State requirement and is only applicable on a 
regional level. 

EU Regulation on Ship Recycling EC 1257 / 2013 brings into force an early implementation of the requirements of the 
Hong Kong Convention in EU level, therefore contributing to its global entry into force. 

The main difference of the EU Regulation is that two additional hazardous materials are introduced to be
investigated during IHM preparations, PFOS and HBCDD, and higher standards for ship recycling facilities are 
introduced by publishing a European List of authorized ship recycling facilties. Please click here for the Technical 
Update on EU Regulation. 

EU Regulation 1257-2013.pdf
http://www.dnv.com/binaries/DNV_GL_ShipReycling_NewEU-Reg_tcm4-598726.pdf


Timeline of EU SRR  



IHM is a list that identifies the hazardous materials that are contained in ship’s structure or 

equipment, their location and approximate quantities. Both IMO MEPC.269(68) and EMSA BPG 

on IHM requirements will be provided under this chapter.  In both guidelines there are;

 different approaches for new and existing ships’ IHM preparation

 3 IHM Parts identified for HazMat listings 

I. structure and equipment

II. operational wastes

III. stores

Guidelines for the development of the IHM

Table A: Asbestos, PCB, ODS, TBT, PFOS*

Table B: Heavy metals, PBB, PBDE, PCN,     
SCCP, radioactive substances, HBCDD*

* Covered in EU SRR Annexes I & II



Detailed specifications of which materials to manage are in place



Roles and responsibilities for the IHM work



Preparation of IHM for new buildings

* Ship Recycling Facility

SRF*

Recert.: 5 years

Ship-

owner



Preparation of IHM for ships in operation



Preparation of IHM Part I

Preparation of IHM for Existing Ships



Location Plan of HazMats in IHM

Preparation of IHM for Existing Ships



IHM part II & III



DNV GL IHM approval process and survey 

▪ Integrate digitised solution for IHM Green 
Server (IGS). DNV GL have developed 
software solution: the IHM Green Server 
(IGS) to support all aspects of IHM 
preparation, certification and 
maintenance. The IGS enables our 
customers to manage the enormous 
amounts of information required to meet 
future challenges.

▪ VSCP, IHM and HazMat Report will be 
checked and approved after the HazMat 
Expert has finished his work and 
submitted the documents to DNV GL

▪ Initial IHM Survey will be conducted after 
the documents are approved and stamped

▪ The Surveyor uses unified checklists for 
the on-board verification



IGS is a web based software application which enables shipowners to manage their IHMs for the fleet during the life cycle 

of the ships. IGS provides integrated and transparent IHM processing for shipyards and hazmat experts.

▪ Records results of document analysis 

▪ Lists ship-specific material assumptions 

▪ Includes the structuring ship systems 

▪ Defines location, system, etc. 

▪ Prepares Visual/Sampling Check Plan 

▪ Documents sample and analysis results 

DNV GL IHM life-cycle concept

▪ Prepares Part I of the IHM 

▪ Provides a smooth certification process 

▪ Gives access to all related data and its management 

▪ Maintains the IHM throughout the ship’s life 

▪ Utilises data for ship recycling preparations 



What does DNV GL offer?

▪ Practical experience of over 3500 issued certificates

▪ Training for Clients and HazMat Experts & Company approval scheme

▪ Software solution for easy IHM preparation & maintenance

▪ Global availability of DNV GL surveyors 



Important steps towards sustainable ship recycling

Step 1 – Contract for ship recycling
In addition to the clause to meet the requirements 
as per the IMO HKC and/or the EU SRR and its 
guidelines, the IHM, SRFP, SRP, SoC and class survey 
statement (IRRC) should be listed above all. 
Moreover, an SRF monitoring programme should be 
mentioned.

Step 2 – Inventory of hazardous materials 
(IHM) preparation 
The IHM needs to be ship-specific, should be 
prepared by a qualified expert and cover all 13 or 15 
substances listed.

Step 3 – Ship recycling plan (SRP) development
The SRP should be developed acc. to MEPC.196(62), 
refer to a specific SRF, reflect the specific IHM and 
provide licensed disposal and recycling solutions for 
all materials listed in the IHM.

Step 4 – SRP approval process
The SRP requires Competent Authority (Recycling 
State) approval, explicit approval shall be with 
written notice of result and tacit approval shall 
specify the end date of a 14-day review period. An 
expert assessment of the SRP is recommended until 
the regulations are fully applicable.

Step 5 – Approved SRP
The SRF forwards the approved SRP to the ship 
owner. The SRP should contain the final version of the 
IHM.

Step 6 – Final survey by class
The final survey shall be conducted before the 
recycling activity starts. The survey guidelines (MEPC. 
222[64]) should be followed. After the successful 
survey, an IRRC can be issued. The documents to be 
submitted for the survey include: the IHM (Parts I, II 
and III), the approved SRP and a copy of a valid SRF 
document of authorization of ship recycling (DASR).

Step 7 – Report and start of ship recycling
The SRF launches the start of the ship recycling with 
the submission of the IRRC to the CA. The process 
should be monitored by an independent expert if the 
SRF is not on the EU list of approved SRFs.

Step 8 Statement of Completion (SoC) 
After completion, the SRF issues an SoC together 
with a report on accidents damaging human health 
and the environment and reports this to its client and 
CA. All involved stakeholders receive a copy of the 
SoC.



The benefits

✓To be in line with current and future Regulations

✓Prepare for compliance to regional requirements

✓Realize a higher resale value of the vessel

✓Maintain/Boost your image as a Green Company

✓Avoid the rush after entry into force 

✓Integration to ISO Management System (ISO 14001)

✓Support onboard health and safety work

✓Enhancement of ship building quality  - Asbestos and ODS 

free status



Questions from seminar

1. What is regarded as a new build (need IHM from 190101)

Answer Effectively the keel laying date is dictating so if keel laying after 

181231 a IHM is mandatory.

2. How does the transition rules look like for ships currently with green 

passport. 

Answer There is no standard solution here, but a reduction can be 

expected as a lot of work has been done. Generally 50% 

reduction.

3. What  is the situation at new building yards, are they aware of and have 

procedures for IHM? 

Answer Based on DNV GL experience most yards have processes sin place 

for handling IHM requirements. Need to be careful to specify EU 

IHM.

4. Can a company resource be assigned as hazmat expert 

Answer Yes, it is not mandated to use approved provider. No 

requirement from DNV GL at least.
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Thanks for Attention

Ship Recycling

Recycling-hazmat@dnvgl.com
Phone: +49 40 36 149 8686
Fax.: +49 40 36 149 2900
Website: Recycling and HazMat 

http://www.dnv.com/industry/maritime/servicessolutions/classification/addrelser/Recycling_and_hazmat_management/index.asp

